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The Centennial is the first published narrative covering all 400+ National Park Service sites, a

two-year adventure across every state and territory through America’s diverse landscapes and

their fascinating human and natural history. Your journey begins!About the AuthorBorn in St.

Louis and raised in southern Illinois, David Kroese enjoyed a 25-year career in the

biotechnology sector after earning a degree in chemical engineering from the University of

Illinois. Finding personal growth and development stalled in the second decade of his work

tenure, David chose not to start anew in the corporate world. Instead, he turned to his lifelong

personal interests to fill the void.Since childhood, history and places of natural beauty

fascinated him, naturally drawing him into physical and literary exploration. Having subjugated

these interests to his career, David flipped his priorities. Maintaining a job assignment that

could often be completed remotely during off-hours with a laptop and mobile phone, David set

out to achieve personal fulfillment with the adventure of a lifetime, visiting all of America's

National Park units.David lives in Chicago with his wife, Kareen.
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mb141517, “Inspiring Read!. I am an avid National Park traveler and this book brought me

hours of traveling sitting in my living room reliving the parks I have been too and giving me a

glimpse of those yet to visit. The writer will immerse you in his quest of traveling to 387 parks

during 2016 , the 100th year celebration of the creation of National Park system. Mr Kroese

completed the 417th park in December 2017 (with the 418th park added in October 2018).

The travel alone to get to all 50 states and 5 island territories is more than the mind can

comprehend. The grueling hours in cars, sitting in airports and flights to places most have not

heard of before is so overwhelming. Not to mention the miles and miles of hiking. Grab a copy

of his book and sit back for a ride of your life, then start planning your first or next trip to one of

the best things our country has to offer - our National Parks!”

Mikailo Konatarevic, “IT TAKES YOU THERE. Driving and flying for thousands of miles across

the USA and its territories, David Kroese takes you to all NP units. He writes about many

interesting facts about NPS that most likely you never heard of. For NPS lovers this book is a

must. I visited many NPS before I read this book and now I revisited them through David's

writings. I visited some after I've read the book and I made sure that the book was in my

backpack before I leave home. After all our National Parks are the jewels of this country, (my

adopted country.) The book is more than a guide, it definitely worth reading it.”

debaserphoto, “Inspiring. Very inspiring for any NPS enthusiast!It was interesting to read how

the author managed to visit all NPS units. He goes into detail about the logistical aspects of the

travel and personal experiences. This book can be very useful for planning trips or just to learn

more about NPS locations.”

Steve, “Great resource for anyone interested in the National Park System. David Kroese

entertains us as he describes the 417 national parks (387 visited in 360 days!) and weaves his

personal journey of discovery throughout the National Park System. This is an excellent

resource for anyone interested in the NPS, wanting to visit a specific park, looking for

information on parks close to home or while on vacation. His encounter with a mountain lion

made it impossible to put the book down.”

Christina, “Definitely worth the read. This book was a great book if you are truly interested in

all the national parks our country has to offer but can't make it to them in person. I felt like I

was travelling right beside the author and cheering him on through his journey. . It was

wonderfully written and I would highly recommend it”

RG, “Most comprehensive book on the National Parks I have ever found!. You are definitely



getting your money’s worth with this extraordinary book covering all of the National Parks with

over 500 pages. Describes the National Parks from one man’s journey to visit all of the

Nations Parks, a feat that only a few have done and went even further to write a book about.”

Steven Beningo, “Comprehensive survey of the National Parks. David Kroese undertook a

monumental effort of visiting all 418 National Park Service units in a little over a year. This

book is great if you want to know about the lesser known parks, or want to know how to

arrange an itinerary to the remotest parks, including those in Alaska. I highly recommend this

book!”

The book by David Kroese has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 34 people have provided feedback.
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